
ENGLISH 30
Brave New Worlds:  Writing the Future

Section 004, Fall 2012 - 320 Willard, 1:25-2:15pm MWF

Adam Haley                Office Hours:  Wednesdays 12:15-1:15 and 
35A Burrowes / adamhaley@psu.edu / noendofneon.net     2:30-3:30; Thursdays 2:30-3:30 
noendofneon.net/writingthefuture              and by appointment

This course will focus on the persuasive and philosophical uses of the future, and on the importance of implicit 
and explicit claims about the future to so many rhetorical acts.  Taking as its thematic content various fictional and 
nonfictional imaginings of the future—some explicitly argumentative, some less so—we will investigate how visions of the 
future function rhetorically and how they constitute arguments about and calls to action in the present.  In doing so, we 
will address a wide range of crucial questions about the reading and writing of argument more generally.  We will evaluate 
and produce claims about the future of entertainment and media culture, the future of social and political organization, the 
future of science and medicine, the future of the environment, the future of education, and so on.  We will examine 
political and theological uses of the future over the years, some utopian and some dystopian, from Martin Luther King's "I 
Have a Dream" to Ronald Reagan's "City on a Hill."  We will look at ways in which versions of the future have been used to 
sell both products and policies.  We will wade into debates about contemporary trends, changes, and developments in 
culture and technology, from e-readers to drone warfare, cloning to file-sharing.  We will interrogate various kinds of  
rhetorics about the future, from the realist and the pragmatic to the science-fictional and apocalyptic.  In so doing, we will 
sharpen both our grasp on the rhetorical uses of the future and our own rhetorical, compositional, and stylistic toolkits.

If the "composition" part of the "rhetoric and composition" course listing gives you nightmare visions of 
diagramming sentences and being quizzed on parts of speech, fear not.  At this point in your lives, that sort of teaching is of 
very little use to you—and it's not fun for me unless I'm feeling particularly sadistic.  I believe in the value of addressing 
your writing and your writing styles individually, with the goal of helping you develop a credible, persuasive authorial 
voice—I want to help you find your own identities as writers and thinkers.  With that said, I will do everything in my power 
to help you with the mechanics of your writing:  sloppy sentences, mixed-up words, careless punctuation, and 
unsophisticated language will make it less likely others will take you seriously, whether you’re writing to a professor or a 
potential employer.

Over the duration of this course, I will ask a lot of you.  Above all, I will ask you to be intellectually curious—to 
be interested and interesting.  I will ask you to read, watch, and listen in ways you may not be accustomed to, and I will 
ask you to think critically about things you may not have thought much about before.  Mostly, though, I will ask you to 
engage in the class, in whatever sense is most appropriate and productive for you.  This will mean the obvious things—
coming to class prepared, keeping up with the readings, writing the papers, etc.—but it will also mean actively involving 
yourself in class discussions, in smaller conversations with me or with other students, in draft workshops, on the class 
online forum, and in the community at large.  I don’t need to tell you that you’re no longer in high school, or that college 
will be significantly different from what you’ve known and experienced before (and I don’t just mean frat parties and walks 
of shame).  It's no longer enough to just "show up"—I will ask more of you than that.  For instance, I don’t want to read a 
paper that bores you to write any more than you want to write it.  As such, I urge you to choose writing topics you can be 
genuinely invested in—things you know about and have opinions on, or things you’re otherwise interested in looking into. 
Some of our topics for writing and discussion will likely stray relatively far from the sorts of dull, academic essays you may 
have had to write in high school.  Not only is that okay, it’s exactly what I want out of you.  In return, I will be thoroughly 
dedicated to helping you achieve the goals of this course; I will give you as much feedback as you need to get your writing 
where you want it to be, during and long after this course; and I will do my damnedest to keep this class from looking 
anything like the kind of dry, dull first-year writing class about which you may have had nightmares.

(Dead-Tree) Texts

*Postman, Neil.  Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business.  Revised edition.  
Penguin, 2005.  ISBN:  978-014303653

*Atwood, Margaret.  Oryx and Crake.  Anchor, 2004.  ISBN:  978-0385721677
*Guyatt, Nicholas.  Have a Nice Doomsday.  Harper Perennial, 2007.  ISBN:  978-0061152245
*Penn Statements (volume 31, spring 2012 edition)

http://noendofneon.net/
http://www.amazon.com/Have-Nice-Doomsday-Millions-Americans/dp/0061152242/
http://www.amazon.com/Oryx-Crake-Margaret-Atwood/dp/0385721676/
http://www.amazon.com/Amusing-Ourselves-Death-Discourse-Business/dp/014303653X/
http://noendofneon.net/writingthefuture


Grading Breakdown: 

rhetorical analysis paper: 10% ANGEL forum postings: 10%
investigative report: 10% participation: 15%
manifesto: 15%      (includes discussion, in-class writing,
paradigm shift paper: 20%       homework, group work, etc.)
utopia/dystopia: 20%

To pass this course you must complete all of the major paper assignments, as well as the smaller writing assignments.  Papers must 
be handed in on time.  Missing deadlines will make the rest of the course significantly more difficult, and it will make my life 
considerably more stressful, which will in turn make me much less pleasant to deal with, which will in turn lead to nuclear 
apocalypse.  (Maybe not.)  Unexcused late papers will normally be docked one full letter grade per day, unless you get my 
approval for an extension.  Moral of the story:  if you think you’re going to have a legitimate problem getting something in on 
time, talk to me well in advance, and we’ll figure something out.  Much better than a belatedly emailed expression of desperate 
shame.

If you feel that your assignment was graded unfairly, see me during office hours.  There we will settle the matter using the ancient 
Germanic law method of trial by combat.  You may pick your weapon of choice from the bottom left drawer of my desk, but the 
broadsword is mine.  We will align ourselves perpendicular to the sun so neither party has an advantage, in a quarterstave sixty 
feet square (somewhere behind the HUB, I think), as standardized during the Great Schwabenspiegel Grade Dispute of 1275.

Attendance:  Regular attendance is required.  Please come to every class, and please come on time, or I will send vengeful 
ninjas to your dorm room.  Your grade will be lowered if your attendance is poor, down to and including "F."  This is University 
policy.  Specifically, you are permitted three (3!) absences; after that, your grade begins to drop.  Excused absences for illness or 
emergency are appropriate, but beyond that, let me repeat PSU policy (Policies and Rules, 42-27):  a student whose absences are 
excessive "may run the risk of receiving a lower grade or a failing grade," whether or not some of those absences are "excused."  In 
other words:  don't miss class.  Don't be That Student™.  If you miss a class, it's your responsibility to get assignments, catch up, 
and submit papers on time—not my responsibility to make sure you do those things.

Participation:  I want to hear from you, in whatever forms you're comfortable with—if not in class, then in office hours or via 
email.  (Even the occasional telepathic communique is better than nothing.)  This is why participation is a major chunk of your 
grade.  I hope you'll feel comfortable weighing in during class discussions, and even if you're not normally inclined to talk in 
class, I'd encourage you to step outside your comfort zone in this class.  We won't bite.  (Addendum:  please do not bite.)

ANGEL Forum:  In lieu of a sixth paper (the horror!), you'll do a series of shorter writings to prompts on the class ANGEL forum. 
These are designed to keep you engaged and thinking over the course of the semester.  Details to come later.

Plagiarism:  If you have any questions about plagiarism or its consequences, please ask.  Plagiarism demonstrates contempt for 
ethical standards, contempt for me, and contempt for your peers.  If you are caught plagiarizing, you run an extremely high risk of 
failing the course and wasting your tuition money.  You may also be referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs, and this may result in 
probation, suspension, or expulsion for academic dishonesty.  You will be roundly mocked, your teeth and hair will fall out, your 
breath will start to smell.  You'll be an outcast from the community of your peers and will be unable to carry on conversations 
with attractive men/women.  Kittens will flee from you.  In other words:  Bad Things Will Happen™, so avoid going down that 
road (if you have any doubts at all about whether what you’re doing is plagiarism, ask me—always better safe than sorry).

Academic Freedom:  In English classrooms, academic freedom most frequently comes up in two contexts:  charges of 
"offensiveness" on the one hand, "brainwashing" or "indoctrination" on the other.  On the first count:  while you have the right to 
be free of gratuitous insult, you do not have the right not to be offended.  I mean something very specific by this:  at a university, 
you do not have the right to be protected from words, ideas, values, or beliefs—whether conservative or liberal, religious or 
secular, putatively obscene, or any other category—that you find distasteful.  A key part of any education is the careful scrutiny of 
received ideas, however unpalatable their content or expression.  By the same token, you should feel free to disagree, either 
verbally or in your written assignments, with any idea expressed in class, whether by me or by any student.  Your grade will not be 
determined by how closely your thought agrees with mine or how aptly you mimic my own views in your papers; rather, it will be 
the product of the quality of both your thinking and your expression of that thinking.  Every semester, I happily give "A" grades to 
students with whom I strongly disagree, because they write and speak with admirable clarity and grace.  

Penn State Sexual Harassment Policy AD-41: Penn State is committed to an open, sensitive, understanding, and responsive 
campus environment, and as such, sexual harassment of faculty, staff, or students will not be tolerated.  Penn State's sexual 
harassment policy is available in greater detail online.

Penn State Accommodations Policy:  It is Penn State’s policy not to discriminate against qualified students with documented 
disabilities in its educational programs. If you have a disability-related need for modifications in this course, contact the Office for 
Disability Services at University Park (located in 116 Boucke Building) at 863-1807, preferably as early as possible.

http://www.psu.edu/dept/aaoffice/access_accom.htm
http://www.psu.edu/dept/aaoffice/sexharass.htm
http://composition.la.psu.edu/policies/grades-and-class-evaluations/grading-standards


   Date Reading Due Writing Due
8.27 
(M)
8.29 
(W) Gibson - "!e Gernsback Continuum" (PDF)

8.31 (F) Have a Nice Doomsday prologue and chapter 2
9.3 (M) *     *     *     NO CLASS  -  Labor Day     *     *     *

9.5 Have a Nice Doomsday chapters 5 and 8; play One Chance
9.7 Have a Nice Doomsday chapter 9 and epilogue
9.10 
(M) FILM:  Moon (screening Sunday night)

9.12 Suvin - "Estrangement and Cognition" (PDF); Russ - "When It Changed" 
(PDF)

9.14 rhetorical analysis 
proposal

9.17 
(M) rhetorical analysis draft

9.19 Packer - "No Death, No Taxes"
9.21 Crawford - "What Futurists Actually Do" rhetorical analysis "nal
9.24 
(M) McKibben - "Global Warming's Terrifying New Math"

9.26 Talbot - "Brain Gain"

9.28 Markoff - "Scientists Worry Machines May Outsmart Man"; Robertson - 
"How Robot Drones Revolutionized the Face of Warfare"

10.1 
(M)

Pew Research Center - "!e Millennials: Con#dent. Connected. Open to 
Change."

investigative report 
proposal

10.3 Penn Statements p.69-71
10.5 investigative report draft
10.8 
(M) JFK - Rice Stadium moon speech; MLK, Jr. - "I Have a Dream" investigative report "nal

10.10 Jensen - "Catastrophe" and "Catastrophe (part 2)"

10.12 Weisman - from !e World Without Us (PDF); Jensen - "Apocalypse" (from 
Endgame)

10.15 
(M)

Cook - "L.A. Residential"; McGuigan - "Starchitecture: A Modest 
Proposal"; Crawford - "!e Future of Cities and Transportation" 

10.17
More - "On Becoming Posthuman" and "A Letter to Mother Nature"; 
humanity+ FAQ - "Isn't this tampering with nature?" and "Will transhuman 
technologies make us inhuman?"

10.19 Baker - "Live Free or Drown"; Miéville - "Floating Utopias"
10.22 
(M) Dunagan - "!e Future of Government" manifesto proposal

10.24 Penn Statements p.54-56; Popova - "Why Content Is a Public Good"
10.26 manifesto draft
10.29 
(M) Shirky - from Here Comes Everybody (PDF) manifesto "nal

10.31 Williams - "Dominant, Residual, and Emergent" (PDF); Kelly and Eno - 
"Unthinkable Futures"

11.2 Amusing Ourselves to Death intro(s), foreword, and chapters 1-2
11.5 
(M) Amusing Ourselves to Death chapters 8-9

11.7 Stone and Cohen - "Social Networks Spread De#ance Online"; Morozov - 
"How Dictators Watch Us on the Web"; Shirky - "!e Net Advantage"

11.9 Amusing Ourselves to Death chapters 10-11; Lanham - "Internet-Age 
Writing Syllabus and Course Overview"

http://www.mcsweeneys.net/articles/internet-age-writing-syllabus-and-course-overview
http://www.mcsweeneys.net/articles/internet-age-writing-syllabus-and-course-overview
http://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/magazine/the-net-advantage/
http://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/magazine/how-dictators-watch-us-on-the-web/
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/16/world/middleeast/16media.html
http://kk.org/ct2/2008/06/unthinkable-futures.php
http://www.antipope.org/charlie/blog-static/2010/04/why-content-is-a-public-good.html
http://www.good.is/post/the-future-of-government/
http://www.inthesetimes.com/article/3328/floating_utopias/
http://www.wired.com/techbiz/startups/magazine/17-02/mf_seasteading?currentPage=all
http://humanityplus.org/philosophy/transhumanist-faq/#answer_42
http://humanityplus.org/philosophy/transhumanist-faq/#answer_42
http://humanityplus.org/philosophy/transhumanist-faq/#answer_41
http://www.maxmore.com/mother.htm
http://www.maxmore.com/becoming.htm
http://www.good.is/post/the-future-of-cities-and-transportation/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsweek/2010/06/11/starchitecture-a-modest-proposal.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsweek/2010/06/11/starchitecture-a-modest-proposal.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsweek/2010/07/23/l-a-residential.html
http://www.endgamethebook.org/Excerpts/2-Apocalypse.htm
http://www.endgamethebook.org/Excerpts/5-Catastrophe%20pt2.htm
http://www.endgamethebook.org/Excerpts/4-Catastrophe.htm
http://americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm
http://er.jsc.nasa.gov/seh/ricetalk.htm
http://pewresearch.org/pubs/1501/%20millennials-new-survey-generational-personality-upbeat-open-new-ideas-technology-bound
http://pewresearch.org/pubs/1501/%20millennials-new-survey-generational-personality-upbeat-open-new-ideas-technology-bound
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/americas/07/23/wus.warfare.remote.uav/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/26/science/26robot.html
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2009/04/27/090427fa_fact_talbot
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/global-warmings-terrifying-new-math-20120719
http://www.good.is/post/what-futurists-actually-do/
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2011/11/28/111128fa_fact_packer?currentPage=all
http://www.newgrounds.com/portal/view/555181


11.12 
(M) Penn Statements p.24-26; Bisson - "!e Singularity" paradigm shift proposal

11.14 Carr - "Is Google Making Us Stupid?"; Pinker - "Mind Over Mass Media"; 
!ompson - "!e New Literacy"

11.16 paradigm shift draft
11.19-
11.23 *     *     *     NO CLASS  -  !anksgiving!     *     *     * eat lots of deliciousness

11.26 
(M) Oryx and Crake chapters 1-4 paradigm shift "nal

11.28 Oryx and Crake chapters 5-6
11.30 Oryx and Crake chapters 7-8
12.3 
(M) Oryx and Crake chapters 9-11

12.5 Oryx and Crake chapter 12
12.7 Oryx and Crake chapters 13-15
12.10 
(M) FILM:  Children of Men (screening Sunday night)

12.12 dystopia/utopia proposal
12.14 dystopia/utopia draft

Final draft of the dystopia/utopia due by 11:59pm on Wednesday, December 19th.

http://www.wired.com/techbiz/people/magazine/17-09/st_thompson
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/11/opinion/11Pinker.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2008/07/is-google-making-us-stupid/306868/
http://www.terrybisson.com/page3/page3.html

